
THE ENLIGHTENMENT 



The ENLIGHTENMENT had 
F.A.S.T. thinkers 

•  F-Fueled democratic revolutions around 
the world (American/French) 

•  A-Applied reason to the Human World 
(gov’t, law) 

•  S-Stimulated religious tolerance 
•  T-Taught that our rights come from natural 

law NOT the government. 





Thomas Hobbes (England) 
Book-Leviathan, 1651 
 

 “People are naturally 
wicked and primitive and 
need a strong government.”  
 - State must have central 
power to manage people's 
behavior, not from divine 
sources. 

-Supported Absolute 
Monarchs-if fair. 





John Locke (England)- 
Life, Liberty, Locke 

Book-Two Treatises of 
Government, 1690 

*Life, liberty, and property are 
natural rights, and 
government exists to 
protect those rights. 

 *When government fails to do 
so, the people have the right 
to change it. Monarchs are 
not chosen by God. 

· · Hypothesis: people should be 
sovereign (rule) 





Charles-Louis de Montesquieu  
    (France) 

Book-The Spirit of the Laws, 1748 
 -The best form of government 
includes a separation of powers. -
These branches should be the 
executive, the legislative and the 
judicial. 

**Separated Many Branches for 
you 
· -Observation: “When the 
legislature & executive are united 
in the same person, there is no 
liberty (freedom)” 
 





Jean-Jacques Rousseau (France) 

Book-The Social Contract, 
1762 
 -Government comes from the 
consent of the governed. 
Government is a contract 
between rulers and the people. 

*Roussocial Contract 

· · - Hypothesis: Gov’t is contract 
between people & rulers.  Gov’t 
must be what people want. 



Voltaire has Long Hair (1694-1778) 
· -Observation: Life is better with liberty 
· -Hypothesis: Freedom of speech & religion, 
separation of church & state 
· -“I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to 
the death your right to say it.” 
· Religious toleration should triumph over religious 
fanaticism 



Thomas Jefferson  
(The United States) 
The Declaration of 

Independence, 1776 
 All men have certain 
unalienable rights (life, liberty, 
pursuit of happiness), and when 
the government abuses these rights, 
the people have the right to overthrow 
the government. Other documents 
incorporating Enlightened ideas are 
the Constitution of the United States 
and the Bill of Rights. 

 









  The Enlightenment brought 
creative energy to the arts and 
sciences with composers, artists, 
philosophers creating secular 
(non-religious) art. 



Baroque Period 
 Johann 
Sebastian Bach 

Baroque period: Bach was a German 
composer. 



Classical 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

•  Classical period 
•  MOST FAMOUS 
•  Child prodigy 



Classical 
Ludwig van Beethoven 

  Classical period: a 
Classical German 
composer known for his 
9 symphonies.  

 



French painter Eugene Delacroix, 
(1798-1863) 



Eugene Delacroix(Romantic School Painter) 
painted Liberty Leading the People  

Effects of Enlightenment 



-Cervantes(Spain) wrote Don Quixote-the 
first novel 

-the book made fun of knights and the 
Middle Ages 

Enlightenment author 



Effects of Enlightenment-
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES 

The technologies during the 
Enlightenment all scored A.W.I.N. for 
Europe 

•  A.W.=All weather roads improved year 
round transport and trade 

•  I=Improvement in ship design lowered the 
cost of transport 

•  N=new designs in farm tools increased 
productivity (led to agricultural revolution) 


